
 

 

For me, fashion is an emblem for expression and self-growth. It reflects the 

progression from my life in a small rural town, with limited access to 

creative content, to the now – more cultivated in my perspectives and 

equipped with an understanding of industry. I’ve always had the desire for 

knowledge and thrive in an environment where I can learn and achieve. For 

this reason, after leaving school with GCSE grades mostly A and above, 

alongside a Level 9 in English, I decided to branch away from my hometown 

post-16. I received a place at Fareham College and began my introduction to 

specialised education; enrolling on a UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma in Art & 

Design, with a focus on Fashion and Clothing. I’ve so far passed every unit 

at distinction level and after completing a work experience placement in my 

first year with cultural branding cooperation Initiative, have received an 

offer for a paid apprenticeship in the summer of 2019.  

Throughout the duration of the course, I’ve utilised opportunities to engage 

in an abundance of workshops which has enabled me to expand on my 

communication, creative ability and additionally gain technical skill for 

creative projects. Through the focus on fashion I’ve had the appropriate 

guidance to consider pathways in industry which I felt was important for 

identifying prospects in higher education. In addition I’ve been able to 

uncover interests and passions in the field that have undoubtedly shaped the 

person I am today. As previously mentioned I was fortunate enough to partake 

in a weeks placement at global media agency Initiative. The experience was 

unlike anything I’d done before and therefore entirely out of my comfort 

zone. It gave me a valuable insight to working in corporate office 

environments, experience with exclusive marketing software and further 

improved my ability to interact with people from an array of professional 

backgrounds. Moreover, the new inspired confidence encouraged me to be 

proactive: to branch out and apply for more fashion-based internships. 

Alongside my studies I am learning French. I also intern unpaid two days a 

week at London based designer Katherine Hooker. Balancing this with a full-

time fashion course, as well as working part time at Marks and Spencer, I’ve 

apprehended exemplary time management. These commitments have shed light to 

the sacrifices required for me to get ahead in industry. Interning has also 

enabled me to form a connection with London and what’s more, become involved 

with the city’s art scene - frequently attending exhibitions and events in 

my free time. As part of the production team at Katherine Hooker, I’ve 

gained technical knowledge that is specific and relative to fashion. The 

first hand insight to the field and my involvement in live projects has 

driven my desire to learn and as a result, led to me exploring these options 

for higher education. I’ve been presented with a wider scope for potential 

career pathways, increased my confidence to extend my capabilities and 

learned perseverance after having initial doubts but still pursuing the 

opportunity. The work environment has been eye-opening and seeing first-hand 

the underside of higher end labels has inflicted a more realistic 

perspective. I am already putting together a database of industry links and 

professionals, which could be ultimately beneficial in my future career.  

Morally I have formed strong views towards sustainability and protecting 

both the planet and people who live on it. I find myself constantly inspired 

by the new commitments made by fashion brands of all status, including 

Stella McCartney and H&M - to reduce their negative impacts. I’m proud to be 

entering an industry which is recognising the problems that it is causing 

and consequently making an active effort to improve. I feel my career 

aspirations are concerned with promoting products, research and innovations 

which ameliorate sustainability in the fashion industry and would therefore 

support my choice in this course.  


